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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE 1223 
Answer Advice 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Regional Development) [4.35 pm]:  On Tuesday Hon 
Robyn McSweeney asked question without notice 1223, to which I now have the answer.  I table it and seek 
leave to have it incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 

[See paper 3605.] 

The following material was incorporated - 
I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question. 

1.  Of the 72 persons released, 44 were released to periods of parole.  The remaining 28 were released to freedom having completed the full 
sentence.  The primary reasons for non-participation or non-completion of a sex offender program for the 72 prisoners are as follows: 

•  18 were assessed as in denial of the offence and there was no program to specifically address denial. 

•  8 refused to complete a program. 

•  20 were serving sentences that were either backdated or of a short term nature that precluded engagement in a sex offender program 
(i.e. the program would not have commenced and completed within the period of imprisonment). 

•  8 were recorded as sex offenders however they were not serving a prison sentence for a current sex offence. 

•  5 were considered unsuitable due to health, mental health and language difficulties. 

•  3 were recommended as being more suitable for a community based program. 

•  3 were assessed as more suitable and engaged in alternative targeted interventions such as family and domestic violence. 

•  1 was removed from a program due to poor behaviour. 

•  The remaining 6 did not receive programs for a variety of reasons which include administrative oversight, the offender appealing their 
sentence and the availability of a specifically appropriate program. 

2.  The following programs are provided for sex offenders: 

Indigenous Medium Program 

Format:  18 week group program, 2 days per week, 5 hours per day (10 participants) 

Target group:  Indigenous sex offenders 

Facilitation:  Offender Services staff 

Availability:  Greenough Regional Prison - One program per year 

Intensive Program 

Format:  6 months program, 6 hrs group work per day, 3 days per week.  (10 participants) 

Target group:  Male sex offenders who pose the greatest risk of re-offending and will cause the greatest amount of damage to victims. 

Facilitation:  Offender Services staff 

Availability:  Casuarina and Bunbury Prisons - Two programs per year 

Medium Program 

Format:  16 week group program, 2 days per week, 5 hours per day.  (10 participants) 

Target group:  Medium risk sex offenders.  These individuals may have committed offences involving some level of aggression and 
repetitive sex offences against a small number of victims. 

Facilitation:  Offender Services staff 

Availability:  Karnet Prison Farm and Bunbury Prison - Up to seven programs per year 

Intellectually Disabled Program 

Format:  16 week group program, 2 days per week, 6 hours per day (limited to 6-8 participants) 

Target group:  medium risk sex offenders with low levels of intellectual ability 

Facilitation:  Offender Services staff and Disability Services Commission staff member 

Availability:  Casuarina - One program per year as required. 

3.  As above. 

4.  Retrieval of such data prior to the formation of the Department of Corrective Services on 1 February 2006 is a complex and time 
consuming exercise that is beyond the timeframes provided for.  Liaison with the Department of the Attorney General and compilation of 
data with integrity will be completed and analysis provided as soon as is practical. 

5.  This was a decision of the Prisoner Review Board.  The Board publishes the reasons for its decisions on its website. 
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6.  No.  All sex offenders are assessed in the initial phase of their prison sentence.  The assessment takes into account the offender’s risk of 
re-offending, criminogenic needs and motivation to undertake a program.  Other matters taken into account in allocating offenders to 
programs are the offender’s psychiatric status, intellectual capacity, literacy and ethnic background.  Programs available to offenders vary in 
their intensity and objectives.  The “What Works” literature indicates that treatment is most effective when directed towards medium to high 
risk offenders, and that offenders with a higher risk of re-offending should be placed in higher intensity programs.  In line with this, 
offenders with a higher risk of re-offending and more complex treatment needs are given treatment priority and are allocated to more 
intensive programs.  Some low risk offenders are not offered treatment.  Some offenders are assessed as not being amenable to any available 
programs. 

It is not acceptable that those who deny their offending behaviour serve time in prison and are then released without undergoing treatment 
programs.  We are developing a targeted program for those prisoners who deny they are sex offenders.  I have also asked the world renowned 
expert in the field, Dr Bill Marshall, to come to Perth and oversee delivery of this radical new program. 

There will always be prisoners who for one reason or another will be unable to undergo programs, but this should be the exception rather 
than the rule. 

7.  The Government’s decision to fund new programs resulted from an assessment of current programs and their availability. 
 


